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The delta Scuti stars are ordinary stars about twice as massive as the Sun. They undergo periodic changes 
in brightness (pulsations) on timescales of 1 hour. We can use these pulsations to "see" inside stars, in the 
same way that earthquakes are used to see inside the Earth. 
 
In order to learn more about the pulsations, we need to study them in specific environments. The Pleiades 
constellation is such an environment, where the ages and compositions of stars are known. We can then 
apply knowledge gained from pulsators in the Pleiades and Praesepe clusters to stars in different 
environments. 
 


